
Week of 5/4/2020 Operations Update 

The first week of May continued the trend of low mosquito activity. Second week in a row of no 

adulticide treatments. The bar graph below shows the total mosquitoes from all traps in the District. 

 

Controlling the mosquito population requires timely application of pesticides and this is accomplished by 

monitoring the environment through rain fall, tide elevation, ponding in breeding sites, wind, and 

humidity levels to determine predictive indicators for mosquito abundance. We directly measure adult 

mosquito presence through traps and landing rate counts and immature mosquitoes (larvae) by dip 

counts in breeding areas. Additionally, when complaints are received in the District, a field technician 

will visit the location to investigate and provide a response.  

While the mosquito population is currently low, this week we received nine service requests. Yellow 

flies, aquatic midges, no-see-ums, gnats, and flying ants all elicit service requests once the weather 

warms. The below graph is of service requests including data for the month of May to date. 
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Our busiest months for service requests are the warmest months of May through August, but these are 

not necessarily the most active months for mosquitoes as demonstrated by this week’s data. 

  2018 2019 2020 

Jan 3 6 7 

Feb 16 7 7 

Mar 9 12 7 

Apr 19 10 8 

May 42 19 14 

Jun 63 14  
Jul 59 48  
Aug 21 25  
Sep 16 11  
Oct 4 18  
Nov 9 8  
Dec 1 2  

 

However, it is important to note that you can of course have mosquitoes even when there is little rain 

and the tides are low. There are several reasons for this. Peridomestic mosquitoes, sometimes called 

container mosquitoes or back yard mosquitoes breed in containers that hold water. These mosquitoes 

do not fly very far, several hundred feet, and thus will not register in our traps intended for regional 

surveillance. These mosquitoes can be dealt with simply by eliminating the containers that hold water. 

Canals and larger ditches that normally have fish and other predators present to eat mosquito larvae 

can dry down due to a lack of rainfall and prevent the predation of mosquito larvae. It is not uncommon 

to find Anopheles spp. in these conditions where normally none would be found.  

And finally, Culex spp. can persist in abandoned pools, particularly poorly maintained ornamental garden 

ponds, water features or fishponds. Breeding these types of mosquitoes will create a problem in a 

localized area because of the limited population produced. 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 


