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Cooler Temperatures and Post Hurricane Ian Mosquito Control 
For mosquito control pesticides to be effective at reducing the mosquito population, the 
mosquitoes must be actively flying so they can contact the suspended droplets produced by the 
fog truck. A very small amount of pesticide, less than 1 ounce per acre, is aerosolized using a 
blast of air. The term for this is “ULV” or ultra-low volume.  
 
Mosquito Control monitors the population of adult mosquitoes daily utilizing a network of traps 
placed around the district and are counted and identified to species. Once the population of 
mosquitoes exceeds the baseline, pesticides can be applied to reduce the mosquito population. 
This is a required strategy as federal and state law requires the presence of mosquitoes to be 
verified before any application of pesticides. 
 
Most species of mosquitoes are active from sunset to sunrise and this is when mosquito control 
conducts spray operations. Since the mosquitoes must be actively flying to come in contact 
with the sprayed pesticides, we cannot spray when conditions are too windy, it’s raining, and 
also when temperatures are too low for mosquitoes to be active. 
 
The rest of this week overnight temperatures are forecasted to be in the upper 50’s and low 
60’s. This will prevent us from applying pesticides until the temperatures warm up.  
 
The district is working with the County EOC to arrange for aerial spraying of mosquitoes over 
large areas of Flagler County. This will be necessary because widespread flooding will produce a 
high number of mosquitoes. These mosquitoes can migrate up to ten miles, so large areas will 
have to be treated to prevent infiltration. The larger the mass of mosquitoes, the greater the 
area that needs to be treated to keep the number of mosquitoes coming into populated areas 
at acceptable levels. 
 
Low temperatures will slow the development of mosquitoes after the storm. Typically, it takes 
seven to ten days for the various species of mosquitoes to develop but we can expect more 
likely a fourteen-day incubation period. The bulk of the precipitation that has flooded the 
interior of Flagler County was received on Thursday September 29. That means we may not 
register the mosquito population generated from Hurricane Ian until two weeks later or 
Thursday October 13. At that time, we will have justification for wide area aerial adulticiding. 
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The district routinely treats by air using a helicopter and has done so for over thirty years. The 
state assistance through FEMA will allow for several planes to spray large parts of the County 
over a couple nights.  
 

   
The East Flagler Mosquito Control District was established in 1952 and stretches from the coastal areas 
of Marineland and Flagler Beach inland to Palm Coast and Bunnell.  
 

Mosquito Myths 
 
Because they are ubiquitous, there are many misconceptions about mosquitoes some of the 
more common ones include: 
 
• Bug zappers are effective against mosquitoes—bug zappers do not control mosquitoes and 
can reduce the populations of beneficial insects. 
 
• Electronic repellers keep mosquitoes away - No they don't; save your money. 
 
• Residential vegetation can produce mosquitoes - They may be resting in the vegetation, but 
standing water is required to "produce" mosquitoes. 
 
• Bats, owls, and other birds can control mosquitoes - Although they may include 
mosquitoes in their diet, they do not consume enough mosquitoes to make an appreciable 
difference in their populations. 
 
• Some mosquitoes can be 2 inches long. - They don't get that big, it was probably a crane fly. 
 
• Mosquitoes nest in vegetation - Mosquitoes do not nest. 
 
• Spraying for adults is the best method of mosquito control - Adulticiding is the least 
efficient method. Eliminating mosquitoes before they become adults is preferable. 
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